
Come Sunday Lectionary Study
May 11, 2014- Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A

John 10:1-10 and Acts 2:42-47

Notes:
John 10
1. In Palestine, sheep roamed freely during the daytime.  At night the villiages would 

gather the sheep into a common pen to protect them from predators.  When 
morning comes, each shepherd calls their sheep, by name and shepherd and 
sheep head to their prospective pastures.
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“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in 
by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The 
one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate 
for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 
his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
4When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow 
him because they know his voice. 5They will 
not follow a stranger, but they will run from 
him because they do not know the voice of 

strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech 
with them, but they did not understand what 
he was saying to them. 7So again Jesus said 
to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. 8All who came before me are 
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters 
by me will be saved, and will come in and go 
out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 
may have life, and have it abundantly.

42  They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.

43  Awe came upon everyone, because 
many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. 44 All who believed 
were together and had all things in 
common; 45  they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. 

46 Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread 
at home and ate their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47  praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And 
day by day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.



2. According to bible scholars, shepherds used to name sheep with certain 
nicknames, mostly with some kind of physical characteristic. When they hear the 
shepherds voice, they respond.

3. While our bibles separate chapters 9-10, these two chapters are actually one story; 
with the story of the man born blind flowing into Jesus talking about shepherds and 
gates.  

4. The word “shepherd” in verse 2 can mean either Jesus or the leader of a 
community.

5. The images from chapter nine and chapter ten change abruptly, from “light” in 
chapter 9 to “sheep/gate/shepherd” in chapter 10. While the metaphors change, 
this is still critique of the religious leaders found in chapter 9.

6. “All who came before...” Verse 8 refers to the religious leadership of his day.

Acts 2
  
1. The word “fellowship” in verse 42 is translated to “koinonia.”

2. Other religious communities would share possessions in common.

3. Breaking bread referred to a meal, not necessarily communion.

4. “Many signs and wonders:” This is a sign of God’s kingdom breaking into the present.
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Questions:

1. In Acts 2, what do you think about the sharing of possessions?  Do you think this 
could be done today?

2. Acts 2 talks about fellowship.  What examples can you see in your congregation?

3. In John 10, Jesus talks about being a gate and/or a shepherd.  Which one appeals 
to you more?

4. In John 10 what does it mean to have life abundantly?
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Reflection:

The fourth Sunday of Easter is what has 
generally been called Good Shepherd 
Sunday. Several Passages talk about 
Jesus or God as a shepherd. In John 10 
where Jesus refers to himself as the Good 
Shepherd. We can look at this passage as 
being about God being the shepherd and 
that we sheep are to be good followers. 
But it can also mean  God’s relation with 
God's church. God cares for us and looks 
after us in ways we can't imagine, because 
God is in love with us; God has a 
relationship with us. A community that is 
loved by the God of the universe is called 
to care for one another- not because it's 
something we have to do, but because it's 
who we are. And when people see a local 
congregation living as a Christ-led, 
hospitable community, they will take 
notice.

Acts 2:42-47 says the church is called to 
be a place where we learn to be a follower 
of Christ. The church is a place where we 
have fellowship with each other, where we 
care and love each other. The church is a 
place where we realize that our material 
possessions are not the goal in our lives, 
but to use what we have to help those in 
need, especially those in our community, 
but also those outside of it. The church is 
a place where we come together and 
break bread in table fellowship together, 
realizing that it is Christ that calls us to the 
table regardless of who we are. The 
church is a place where we are happy in 
Christ and are generous to friends and 
strangers.

-Dennis Sanders
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